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from our Pastor  

Fr. Erich Rutten 

For over three years, we have been hearing about and participating in an ongoing synod 

process in our Archdiocese. We have been listening to the voices of all kinds of Catholics 

and former Catholics to try to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit. What is God calling us to 

do today to revive and renew faith among us? 

 

With great trust in our Lord, on Sunday, November 20, the great Solemnity of Christ the King, Archbishop Hebda promul-

gated his Pastoral Letter describing what has been discussed and laying out a plan for the Archdioceses for the next 3-5 

years. I encourage everyone to prayerfully read this document and reflect for yourself on how Christ might be calling you 

to be involved in making Jesus known and loved in our place and time. 

 

 https://www.archspm.org/synodpromo 

 

As in every age, we are called, each and every one of us, to share the Good News: Jesus Christ is risen. He has conquered 

sin and death. His Kingdom of justice, peace, and love are available to us if we would only choose it. 

 

This is especially important today when so many have left the faith or are in the process of leaving. How can we share with 

them that “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and forever”? (Heb 13:8) How can we invite them to see that there 

is no political solution, there is no scientific remedy, there is no technology for what ails us. Only Jesus can save us. If only 

we would give ourselves to him. Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is our true hope and salvation. 

 

I am grateful that here at Saint Odilia our Parish Leadership Council has been reflecting on these themes for the past year. 

After over 6 months of dialogue and discernment they approved a new mission statement and vision statement to guide 

us as go forward: 

 

Mission: To make Jesus Christ known and loved. 

Vision: The Church on fire with the Holy Spirit. A world transformed in Jesus Christ. 

 

These fit perfectly with what Jesus is asking of us and with what our Archbishop is asking of us These foci will help us to 

respond to our new challenges of our times and help us to transition into a new way of being Church. 

As we begin our Advent Season of waiting for the coming of the Lord, we wait with great expectation for blessings to 

come. I look forward to exploring all this with you as we journey together with each other, with our Archdiocese, and with 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Come Lord Jesus, Come! 
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Dear Parishioners, 

 

Matthew 13:8 says “Still other seeds that fell on fertile soil, where it produced a crop that was thirty, sixty and even a 

hundred times as much as had been sown.”  Here at St. Odilia, we are blessed to have fertile ground where our parish-

ioners continue to prosper in their faith.  Yes, during COVID-19 we might have seen reduced attendance, however in the 

past few months we have started to see “shoots of green” return to our community.  We want to welcome you back to 

come enjoy the fruits of everyone’s labor! 

 

The financial results of the St. Odilia parish for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2022 and 2021, are provided to you on 

the following pages.  Though not quite up to pre-pandemic levels, parishioner giving to Sunday, Debt Service and Facility 

Maintenance funds were up 6.3% in Fiscal Year 22 from 2021 as people began to attend Mass in person and capacity 

limits were removed.  Other income also increased over the prior year due to bequests and other one-time gifts.  Final-

ly, the school income including K-8,  the Preschool, and Knight Watch, grew significantly by 16% as our enrollment in-

creased to over 700 students.   

 

On the expense side, operating and facilities expenses were up slightly over the 2021 levels due to the increased cost of 

utilities and maintaining and improving our church, parking lot, and school building.  The aging HVAC system for the par-

ish was replaced and Endowment funds were used to upgrade the sound system in our worship space.  School expenses 

were up as we expanded staff due to increased student enrollment.  All other expenses were slightly below their budg-

eted amounts.  Total 2022 fiscal performance was higher on the revenue line, and slightly over budget on the expense 

line resulting in a net positive operating income. 

 

It should be noted that additional non-operating income was positive due to the funds that St. Odilia received as part of 

the Federal Employee Retention Credit program. These COVID-related funds have resulted in cash reserves that will 

help us navigate through these challenging economic times and be thoughtful and strategic with future decisions.  

 

In 2022, mortgage principal payments were made totaling $157,979, which included one-time mortgage prepayments 

of $25,000.   Our ending mortgage debt of $2,048,597 is down from 2021 due to these payments. 

 

Fiscal year 2023 is off to a challenging start as we experience significant inflationary pressures combined with a drop in 

Sunday giving.  Nonetheless, as we exit 2022, the accompanying pages show we finished Fiscal Year 2022 with strong  

financial footing for the Church of St. Odilia and we are well prepared for the future.  We thank you for your continued 

financial support of our mission here at St. Odilia! 

 

In Christ, 

Rick Storms 
Parish Administrator

Father Erich Rutten 

Pastor 

Mark Strong 
Finance Council Chair 
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Church of St. Odilia 
Fiscal Years Ended June 30, 2021 and 2022 
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Parish Income $8,003,536 

Parish Expenditures $7,836,004* 

*Parish Expenditures = Parish Expenses— Depreciation + Capital Expense + Principal Payments paid from operations 
Note: General OP Admin Expense of $810,479 is allocated to Ministry areas based on the number of employees per Ministry.  

The above data excludes Endowment Fund and Prayer Garden. 
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2023 Stewardship Renewal 

This 2023 Stewardship Renewal provides the opportunity for our parish 

family to put our trust in God and take steps to  live a Stewardship Way of 

Life. We are grateful to all those who participate with their input, prayers 

and by sending in their covenant cards.  

It was wonderful to see so many of you at the Ministry Fair held the week-

end of November 5 & 6. There were many great opportunities to learn about 

some of the organizations, activities, and ministries that enrich the Catholic 

Community of St. Odilia. If you haven’t already, we encourage parishioners 

of every age to get involved! Being a mission partner is a great way to 

share your talents, build community, and grow in faith. 

We are grateful to the 400+ parish households who have already returned 

their covenant cards (as of 11/15/22). Please help us reach our goal of 100% 

participation by returning your card by December 15, 2022. By knowing the 

stewardship commitments of our parishioners, we can plan better for the 

coming year. Together we can continue the 

meaningful work of our parish. Even if you are 

not making a change from last year or are unable 

to make a pledge, please return your card so we 

can keep your contact information up-to-date. 

Additional covenant cards and participation 

forms are available online at www.stodilia.org/

stewardship or in the kiosks located by the parish 

office.  

 

Faith Formation Ministry 

The Haas family 
enjoying the ministry 
fair. 

Social Justice Ministry 

May this stewardship journey 
strengthen your relationship 
with God and each other. 

Lay witness, Jim Allen, shares his 

Stewardship testimony during Mass.   

Renewal 
2023 is just around the corner, which is a good time to sit down with God and do a year in review. Was I a good steward 

of all that God has given me? How can I do better (not more or larger)?   

Stewardship is a disciple’s way of life. As Christians, let us look at the New Year as a time of renewal of our Stewardship 

life. Let us make time to renew our stewardship processes of prayer, participation and generosity. 
  

 Prayer - quiet time to be with God; give thanks, communicate our needs and 

acknowledge our blessings. It is our time to be still and hear God. 

 Participate - use our strengths for the service of the body of Christ. 

 Generosity – make use of our resources to support and assist our community. 

 Have a Blessed New Year!  
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St. Odilia Endowment Fund 

Benefactors Come Together! 

On Saturday, September 17, 2022, Fr. Rutten and 

the St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory  

committee hosted a Benefactor Brunch in thanks 

and recognition of all who support our St. Odilia  

Endowment Funds. Mike Ricci of the Catholic 

Community Foundation (CCF) was the guest 

speaker for the event. He shared how St. Odilia’s 

partnership with CCF has allowed the funds to 

grow substantially and have significant impact 

not only for St. Odilia but outside of our  

community as well. 

 

As we recognize the 35th anniversary of our  

endowments we offer a sincere THANK YOU for 

the volunteer and financial support that has been 

vital to the funds’ success. Building the St. Odilia 

Parish and St. Odilia School Endowments support 

meaningful grants and provide long-term  

community benefits. As we mark this special  

anniversary, please consider making a contribu-

tion that really lasts forever. 

 

 To make a gift use the QR code, 

or contact Ramona Michaels at  

651 415-3350, or email endow-

mentfund@stodilia.org for more information.  

New Benefactors, left to right: Paul and Vicky Cherne, Fr. Erich Rutten, 
Cathy Garvey, Bob and Diane Walsh 

Endowment Fund Advisory Committee, front row: Cathy Garvey, Nancy 
Diekmann, Ramona Michaels. Back row:  Tom Hentges, Steve Kahat, 
Janet Derfus, Paul Johnson (chairperson), Fr. Erich Rutten. Not pictured: 
Jen McCool, Brent Lorentz 

Guest speaker Mike Ricci, Catholic Community 
Foundation 



 8  

 

St. Odilia School and Preschool 

BLOOM 2023  

April 15, 2023—Vadnais 

Heights Commons  

Donations and Sponsorships Needed –  

If you are interested in supporting 

Bloom with sponsorship or you have 

sports/theater tickets, a cabin/vacation 

home, restaurant gift certificates, or a 

unique experience that we could use in 

our live/silent auction, please send an 

email to Bloom@stodilia.org 

Charitable Giving Strategies for 2022 

 As we approach the end of 2022, much attention is given to gift giving. This coupled with year-end tax planning provides 
an opportunity for each of us to consider how to best support the ministries of our St. Odilia Community. The following 
are some strategies to consider: 
  
 Bunching: A strategy in which you combine or “bunch” 2022 and 2023 charitable contributions into this year. The 

goal of making such a sizable single gift is to exceed the standard deduction in order to see a tax benefit over time. 
 
 Donor Advised Fund (DAF): A charitable vehicle you create that provides an immediate tax deduction and allows 

you to make grants to your favorite charities on your own timeline.   
 
 Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD): IRA owners over the age of 70.5 should consider funding charitable  

donations through a QCD, which provides an opportunity to reduce taxable income while donating to a charity. 
 
 Donate Appreciated Assets: A gift of appreciated securities held for more than a year, can be a tax-efficient way to 

donate. Not only will you increase your qualified expenses, you also avoid capital gains taxes.  
  
The future of giving is constantly changing. We advise you to seek your own legal, tax, and financial advice to understand 
the best options available to you. To make a year-end gift as a transfer of stock, mutual funds, or IRA distribution, con-
tact Ramona Michaels at 651 415-3350. No matter the giving method, every contribution helps.  

mailto:Bloom@stodilia.org
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St. Odilia School and Preschool 

Our 2022 School Marathon was a smashing success!!  

We surpassed our goal by over $10,000! 

 

MARATHON 2022 TOTAL:  $75,715 

 

Thank you to everyone that participated in our 2022 School Marathon. It was wonderful 

to see so many St. Odilia students, staff, and their families at Central Park on Saturday, Oc-

tober 1. We could not be more grateful for the wonderful support of all the St. Odilia fami-

lies and staff with this year's School Marathon. We would like to give a special thank you to Breanna Walrath and  

Melissa & Dave Showers for being the chairs of Marathon this year! Without their leadership and dedicated time, our 

Marathon would not have been as successful. 
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Fall Festival 2022 
The photos depict what a great weekend we had. Our main goal for festival 2022 was providing an awesome opportunity 

to gather in community. Our goal was met and then some. Once again, we raised just over $100,000. Most importantly 

we connected with each other, were entertained by various parishioner’s through their gifs of musical talent, celebrated 

mass together, and had an opportunity to celebrate in the life of the St. Odilia parish. 

 

Festival 2022 Fund Facts  

 570 ears of Mexican Street Corn sold  

 228 kids bounced away on inflatables 

 438 visitors to the petting zoo 

 Live and Silent auction generated $28,588 through your generosity 

 1,100 Sweet Odilia Cookies were sold 

 More that 200 people joined us Friday evening for mariachi dancers and the 

Backyard Band 

 Over $3,200 in Book Nook sales 

 A weekend attendance similar to pre-Covid (2019 and prior) festival years! 
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Faith Formation 

Lifeline (for grades 8+) 

Have you ever heard about Lifeline and wondered 

what it is? 

 

Lifeline is a popular event for youth in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 

Minneapolis with its format of Mass, contemporary praise and worship, 

a talk geared toward young people and their faith, and a time for  

Eucharistic adoration to process topics discussed.  

 

Although Lifeline was suspended during the height of the COVID-19  

Pandemic, it has now returned and is restarting at NET Ministries’ head-

quarters in West St. Paul. On November 5th, 2022, we invited youth 

from our parish to join us and it was a blessing to have the eight of us 

attend this event. 

 

Some of the things that were taken away from the talk given on  

November 5th were that God is a God of the living and He keeps His 

promise! Do we have a personal relationship with Jesus? We can know a 

lot of facts about Jesus but we can never have a personal relationship 

with an idea. An idea can’t save a life. An idea doesn’t heal the blind. An 

idea doesn’t heal the brokenhearted but there is someone who can and 

His name is Jesus.  

 

Jesus is a person that we can have a personal relationship with. We can 

never experience true love, mercy, and compassion if we have never 

had a personal encounter with Jesus. Through the seven Sacraments, we 

can know the what but we won’t know the how in this life. In all of the 

Sacraments, we know who. It is Jesus that we meet in the Sacraments. In 

the Sacraments, we meet a God who is compassionate and loving. This 

love is a person and His name is Jesus. 

 

Please join us on Saturday, January 7th, 2023 for Lifeline. We have 

Tanner Kalina as our speaker on the wonder of prayer and encountering 

God’s Love in prayer. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach 

out by email. I hope to see you join us in January! 

 

In Christ,  

Marta O’Malley (omalley@stodilia.org)  

 

mailto:omalley@stodilia.org
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Faith Formation 

St. Odilia’s Faith Formation team has a new game plan this year: coordinating all faith formation activities for 

periodic collaboration. This is especially true of our faith formation programming for adults! Rather than separating 

this year’s Order (né “Rite”) of Christian Initiation of Adults, Faith Formation is offering multiple “3-Week Series” 

throughout the year to which both regular parishioners and those adults currently in formation for full sacramental 

initiation (i.e. Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist) can be invited. These 3-Week Series are presented at 6:30pm in the 

Church on select Wednesday evenings, normally joined together by a common theme. No registration is required, and 

attendance at the whole Series is not needed to get something out of a given presentation. 

 

Our first 3-Week Series is underway, overlapping the transition from Ordinary Time into the Advent Season. “Journey 

to ‘The End’” grapples with what it means to be a “Pilgrim Church”: Who are we? Where are we going? How do we get 

there? The answers to these questions are essential to our Christian faith: We are “The Church,” we are journeying 

towards “The Last Things,” and “The Sacraments” 

are the necessary means for our journey. Through-

out these presentations we will consider how the 

Exodus narrative in the Old Testament corresponds 

to our own identity as the Body of Christ: liberated 

from slavery, journeying together towards our 

“promised land,” restored and nourished by God on 

the way. 

 

Look for other 3-Week Series in the Spring  

during Ordinary Time and the Lenten Season! 

The Sp.R.ED 2022 Christmas Celebration is Coming Soon!  

Our Sp.R.ED program will have their annual Christmas party on Dec. 13th. We will serve about 60 guests this year. Can you 

help us by donating gifts? We are most in need of gifts for our male participants. Suggestions include socks, soaps, easy 

puzzles, stuffed animals, hats, gloves, sports t-shirts, etc. Since the participants are adults, toys are not needed. Gifts in 

the $5-$15 range are welcome and we also can use some cash contributions for refreshments. Thanks in advance for do-

nating to this ministry.  

Gifts need to be delivered to the bin across from the parish office by Thursday, December 8!  

For more information please contact Jon Heyer, heyer@stodilia.org or 651-415-3351  

Special Religious Education (Sp.R.Ed.) 

St. Odilia has one of the finest programs for developmentally disabled adults of any parish in the Archdiocese. 

Sp.R.Ed., our Special Religious Education program meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month 

from September through April for a joy filled evening of music, prayer, social time, and learning about God’s 

love. We are in need of a few new volunteers! If you feel called to volunteer in this rewarding ministry, con-

tact Sp.R.Ed. coordinator Jon Heyer at heyer@stodilia.org or 651-415-3351 

mailto:heyer@stodilia.org
mailto:heyer@stodilia.org
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Call and Gifted  Workshop Coming to St. Odilia 

On Sunday, November 20,  we opened the parish office after Mass and 
welcomed families into the office to view our refreshed workstations and 
brand new carpeting. Thank you to 
everyone who stopped in — 
we’re here to serve you, our  
St. Odilia parish family! 

St. Odilia Parish Open House 

We all have received gifts in Baptism and Confirmation through which God 

intends His love to reach others.  However, have you ever found yourself 

wondering just what are those gifts (charisms) and how to use them in the 

most fruitful way in your faith, your family, your career or other parts of 

your life?  You can begin to better understand your gifts by attending the 

Called and Gifted Workshop on Saturday, January 14th, 2023, in the  

St. Odilia Courtyard from 9 AM to 4 PM.  This workshop was developed by 

the Catherine of Siena Institute, a national organization, and has had more 

than 100,000 people go through the program.  It is open to all people in the 

Archdiocese ages 21 and up.  The cost for this program is $85 and includes: 

 Workshop presentation on January 14th 

 Workshop materials 

 Your own gifts/charisms inventory assessment to take before 

the workshop 

 Lunch on January 14th 

 An optional 1:1 meeting with a Called and Gifted professional in 

the weeks following the workshop to discuss your gifts inventory 

assessment 

 An opportunity for in-person small group discussions in the 

weeks following the 1:1 meetings 

For more information and to register, visit  www.archspm.org/called-gifted 

TM  

http://www.archspm.org/called-gifted
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Worship Events for Winter 

Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of Mary Masses 

Wednesday, December 7 ~ 6:00 p.m.  

Thursday, December 8  ~  7:30 a.m. 

Thursday, December 8  ~  5:30 p.m.  

Thursday, December 8 ~  

7:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish 

 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe ~ 

December 3  ~  7:00 p.m. in the church 

December 8  ~  8:00 p.m. in the church 

December 11  ~  12:15 p.m. in the church 

Monday, December 12  ~  7:00 p.m. 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Individual Reconciliation ~ 

All Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. 

Saturday, December 17  ~  

9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 

December 7, 14, 21  ~  5:30 p.m. 

 

Communal Service 

with Private Confessions 

Tuesday, December 13 ~  

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Christmas Masses 

Saturday, December 24 

4:00 p.m. ~ church 

4:00 p.m. ~ gym 

6:00 p.m. ~ church, Mass in Spanish 

6:00 p.m. ~ gym, Mass in English 

11:00 p.m. ~  church 

 

*Sunday, December 25 

9:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. Spanish Mass 

*please note, there is no 7:30 a.m. Mass today 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Saturday, December 31/Sunday, January 1 

5:00 p.m. Saturday 

7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.  

& 1:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish 

 

Solemnity of the Epiphany 

of the Lord  

Saturday, January 6 / Sunday January 7 

5:00 p.m. Saturday 

7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.  

& 1:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish 
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Pastoral Care 

Our Advent Sharing Tree 

Advent in Minnesota usually brings with it snow and colder weather. But for us at St. Odilia it is also the time of year 

when we specifically focus on the folks who might need a bit of a hand due to a variety of circumstances.  Our Sharing 

Tree is a visible way of reminding us of other’s needs. Our tree is in the Courtyard and decorated with handmade  

ornaments from our school children and our Faith Formation students. On each ornament is a request for a gift card for 

either, food, fuel, or a store providing household goods. We ask that you take an ornament and fulfill the request and 

return your gift to the Parish office or place it in the collection basket. When we become aware of a parishioner or a 

community member who is in need of some assistance, we explore with them any community options that might be of 

help and if additional help is needed then we help them with a gift card that you have generously donated. 

 

In the past you have been so generous with your giving that we have been able to not only help those in need in the 

Christmas Season but we have been able to help folks throughout much of the year.  

 

If you are a parishioner or a Community member, or know of a person in our community, who needs some assistance 

please call Deacon Jim at 651-415-3354. Your call will be kept confidential and not shared with anyone without your  

permission. 

 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. Our Sharing Tree is really an opportunity for us to share what we have with 

others. As St. Francis says; 

If you or someone you know has children and they need some assistance this Holiday season, please be 
aware of Operation Joy — an annual holiday toy and gift program for children ages birth to grade 12. It’s run 
by one of our local food shelves (Ralph Reeder) to help parents with children in need. For more information, 

call the Food Shelf at 651-621-6280 or visit the upcoming events tab at www.ralphreederfoodshelf.org. 
(This program fills up quickly so call soon.) 

Peace Prayer of Saint Francis 

 Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 
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Pastoral Care 

You visit the earth and water it, making it abundantly fertile. With showers you keep it soft, blessing its young 
sprouts. You adorn the year with your bounty; your paths drip with fruitful rain. Psalm 65:9-11 

 

The Pastoral Care Council (PCC) is giving thanks for an incredibly abundant harvest in the first year of the Community 

Garden! We utilized two raised bed gardens, purchased from 

Costco, to grow vegetables, herbs and flowers. Raised beds allow 

for easy accessibility for young and old. In addition, the high sides 

deter browsing wildlife without the need for outside fencing. The 

garden is located on the lawn, west of the parking lot - a perfect, 

full sun spot. The water supply was accessed from the existing 

sprinkler system, with a faucet and hose added for ease of water-

ing.  

 

Funds for the garden frames, soil and equipment were obtained through 

an Endowment Fund grant. This year, plants and seeds were provided 

through the Minnesota Green program of the Minnesota State Horticultur-

al Society, which supports community gardens.  

 

Here’s what was grown:  

Vegetables: tomatoes (14 plants of 8 different varieties), cucumbers, 

green beans (bush and pole), peppers (sweet and hot), carrots  

Herbs: basil (sweet and lime), sage, rosemary  

Flowers: to encourage and support pollinators and for beauty - nastur-

tium, cosmos, marigolds, sunflowers (birds also enjoyed)  

Many lessons were learned about the best plants and varieties that will 

help us make plans for the 2023 growing season.  

 

The produce was distributed through the Garden Sharing Markets (one 

Sunday each in August and September), St. Therese Care Center and Ralph 

Reeder Food Shelf. And at the end of the season, remaining vegetables 

were set out in the courtyard for any parishioner to take. Teamwork was 

essential among PCC members (and families) from planning, building the garden 

structures, filling with soil, mulching the area, planting, weeding, watering,  

harvesting, distributing and final clean-up. In addition, we had weekly help from a 

teenage boy with watering (Thank you David!).  

 

We welcome others to join in the fun, and share their time and expertise! The goal is 

to have participation from all parishioner groups to make it truly a “community” garden, e.g. Latino community, school 

students, Scouts, residents of St Therese, etc.. It will be a way to bring our community together through the nurturing 

value of growing produce, the satisfaction that comes at harvest time and sharing the abundance with those in need.   
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Sarah’s Table Luncheon Is Back! 

Sarah’s Table is a Luncheon Program for seniors provided by the St. Odilia Pastoral Care Ministry. On October 12 and  

November 16, 2022, many meals were prepared for seniors who reserved a place at the Table. Little Venetian catered  

wonderful meals and a beautiful cake was served for dessert. 

Sarah’s Table meets once per month from October 2022 through June 2023 and takes a break from July 2023 through 

September 2023.  Please refer to the schedule below for all the details on how to make a reservation. A menu for each 

month is also provided. This event brings old friends together and provides an opportunity to make new friends while 

enjoying a great meal and fellowship with one another.  Please consider making a reservation.  Come and check us out!   

Watch for updates in the St. Odilia Bulletin and the Community Connection e-News. 

Pastoral Care 

Sarah’s Table—Senior Luncheon 
         

  Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. ~  A great meal for only $11.00! 
 

To make your reservation, please leave your NAME and NUMBER of people attending before noon (on the  
reservation deadline date) by calling 651-415-3364. 

DATE OF LUNCHEON & MENU 
RESERVATION 

DEADLINE 

DECEMBER 14, 2022 
Roast turkey, mashed potatoes/gravy, stuffing, cranberry sauce, corn, coleslaw, 

Italian bread/butter 
 Friday, Dec. 09 

JANUARY 11, 2023 
Meat lasagna, green beans, salad, Italian bread/butter 

  
 Friday, Jan. 06 

FEBRUARY 08, 2023 
Meatloaf, broccoli Normandy, mashed potatoes/gravy, tossed green salad,                      

Italian bread/butter 
  

 Friday, Feb.03 

MARCH 08, 2023 
Baked rosemary chicken, oven-browned potatoes/carrots, celery and onion,        

fruited coleslaw, Italian bread/butter 
  

 Friday, Mar. 03 

APRIL 12, 2023 
Pot Roast with potatoes, carrots, celery and onions, fruited cole slaw, 

Italian bread/butter 
 Friday, April 07 

MAY 17, 2023 
Penne with red sauce, meatballs, Italian salad, Italian bread/butter 

 Friday, May 12 

JUNE 14, 2023 
Fried chicken, red potato salad, corn on the cob, watermelon, cantaloupe, Italian 

bread/butter 
 Friday, June 09 
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“Thank you, thank you, thank you for making my 16 years at St. Odilia a JOY! Thank you for celebrating 
my retirement with JOY! Thank you for having GOD in your lives! Thank you to Deacon Jim, members of 
the Pastoral Care Council, and others who helped prepare the celebration and all those who participated. 
I will continue to keep you in prayer.”            ~Sr. Carol Ann Gosse, SSND 

Sr. Carol Ann Gosse, SSND, Retires 

 

Sister Carol Ann Gosse, SSND, Pastoral Care Minister serving St. Odilia for the past 

16 years, has announced her retirement. She celebrated her 60th Jubilee with the 

School Sisters of Notre Dame in July, 2018. (First Profession July 17, 1958).  

  

(From School Sisters of Notre Dame 2018 Jubilee article) 

“Sister Carol Ann served her earliest ministry years teaching middle school students 

around the Minnesota Diocese of Winona, St. Paul, and New Ulm. From 1959-

1973, she devoted herself to the children at: St. Peter and Paul in Blue Earth,  

St. Matthew in St. Paul, John Ireland in St. Peter, St. Mary in Shakopee, and St. Stanislaus 

in  Following interim years of c o n g r e gational services between 

1972-1975, Sister Carol Ann returned to teaching by serving at High School 

in Dickinson, North Dakota from 1975-1979. Returning to Minnesota, she 

turned to a new role as director of eligious education, serving three schools 

between 1979 and 2000:  Gabriel in Fulda, St. Phillip in Litchfield, and St. Michael 

in St. Cloud. The remainder of S i s t e r Carol Ann’s full-time ministry has been spent in pastoral care at the  

parishes of I m m a c u l a t e  Conception  Rice, St. Anthony in St. Cloud, and — since 2006 — St. Odilia in Shoreview. 

She earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary education from Mount Mary College in Milwaukee and a master’s 

degree in eligious studies from St. Mary’s College in Winona.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Carol Ann gets a hug from Michelle Mueller, 
October 16, 2022. 

Pastoral Care 

The weekend of October 15 & 16, 2022, many parishioners 

gathered in the Courtyard after each Mass to  wish her well 

and to say farewell. It was a beautiful and joyful  tribute to  

Sister Carol Ann for her devotion and years of dedicated ser-

vice to religious life.  

The St. Odilia staff will miss you, Sr. Carol Ann! 
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St. Odilia’s new Racial Equity Ministry (REM) will present   
Faith and Racial Healing Program 

 

Due to popular demand, the newly formed Racial Equity Ministry (REM) 

of St. Odilia’s Social Justice Council announces it will sponsor an in-

depth ten-session study series from JustFaith Ministries called: “Faith 

and Racial Healing: Embracing Truth, Justice, and Restoration”.   

Already presented multiple times at St. Odilia, the program has had 

great response. Some participant responses are below: 

 “This program gave me a better understanding of the long-term effects of slavery and some ideas how to make 

changes.” 

 “It was an eye-opening program for me and I believe other people would benefit from a similar program.” 

 “I have gained a much better grasp on the history of racism, and been inspired to take action to decrease racism in 

my community.” 

 “The most impactful thing I learned was about ongoing racism—how discrimination changes the trajectory of a life.” 

 

The “Faith and Racial Healing” program explains the historical context behind the racial inequalities we face today in 

education, the criminal justice system, the workforce and church life. The program includes an opening retreat, eight 

study sessions, an immersion experience and a guest speaker. In all phases, a safe space is created for healthy dialogue. 

And participants will emerge better equipped to work toward restoration.  

  

Overview of topics - “Faith and Racial Healing” 

Opening Retreat: Participants join in prayer, introspective reflection, and holy conversation around their personal  

experiences with race and privilege. 

1. The Big Picture of Racial Injustice  

2. The Middle Passage   

3. Recovering the Voices of the Enslaved  

4. From Convict Leasing to Mass Incarceration  

5. Confessing our History of Lynching       

6. Civil Rights and the Struggle for Equal Education   

7. The True Theology of Dr. Martin Luther King    

8. Seeking Restoration (guest speaker)  

9. Immersion experience in a multiracial community setting  

  Books   

 The Color of Compromise. Jemar Tisby  

 Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome. Joy DeGruy  

 For weekly spiritual reflection: 40 Days of Prayer.  Cheri Mills  

 Watch the parish bulletin and e-News for registration information. Tentative schedule for the program is Monday eve-

nings from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., starting January 23, 2023, and running thru March 20, 2023.  

Note: This program is intended to be offered in-person at St. Odilia, but consideration will be given to a virtual offering 

over Zoom if enough interest is shown. 

Social Justice Council 
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Social Justice Council 

Black Catholic History Month 

By Sheba Fernandez 
 

On July 24th of 1998 The National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus of the United States designated November as 

Black Catholic History Month. According to historians, Christianity had its origins in the Middle East and the  

continent of Africa before it was introduced in America. In 1565 African slaves helped to found the oldest town in 

the United States, St. Augustine, Florida.  

 

During the month of November, we remember the Saints, we are also reminded of the hundreds of Saints of  

African descent in the first three hundred years of the church. 

 

November is also a month when we remember our deceased loved ones, it is right and just to remember those 

Africans, who were subject to harsh and inhumane treatment during the transatlantic slave trade.  

 

On November 3rd we remember St. Martin de Porres, who became the first Black American Saint. Pope John 

XX111 canonized him on May 16th of 1962. His father was a Spanish noble man, and his mother was a Black 

 former slave. Throughout his life, St. Martin de Porres exemplified God's love for all people, regardless of socioec-

onomic status in society. 

 

One of the notable Black saints is St. Monica who was born in the fourth century in North Africa. During her life-

time, she prayed for the conversion of her husband, his mother, and their son Augustine. On November 13th, we 

celebrate the birth of St. Augustine in 354 A.D who later became the first Doctor of the Church. St. Monica had 

noteworthy influence on the early Catholic Church. 

 

Josephine Bakhita was kidnapped from her family in Sudan when she was a child. She became the first African 

woman to be canonized as a Saint by the church in 21st century. Church of St Peter Claver in St. Paul, MN was 

founded in 1888 and is the first African American Catholic Church in Minnesota. 

 

Slavery has been part of the history of Catholic Church in America. The Jesuits founded Georgetown University in 

1789.They relied on slave labor and slave sales for more than a century to finance the university. In 2021, leaders 

of the Jesuit Conference of Canada and the United States pledged to raise one hundred million dollars to benefit 

the descendants of the slaves who worked in their plantations and to begin “the process of truth and  

reconciliation”.  

Sources 

 “Black Catholic History Month.”  Catholic University of America. 

 “Black Saints and notable figures.” Archdiocese of Detroit. 

 “Georgetown reflects on slavery, memory, and reconciliation.” 2021 
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St. Odilia Men’s Club 

The St. Odilia Men’s Club was formed when our parish school 

was founded.  A need for athletic equipment for school use 

arose.  A few parishioners started the club with hopes that not 

only could they help in supplying the new school with some nec-

essary accessories, but a new club could be formed that would 

also help members of the new parish get to know each other 

better by working together for a common goal. 

While some of the needs of the parish have changed , the men’s 

club has tried to provide an avenue for the men of our parish to 

respond to those needs.  By working together with other mem-

bers of the parish and by embracing a kind of fellowship with 

those men, the men’s club seeks to raise revenue for programs 

by hosting activities such as bingo nights, pancake breakfasts,  

lenten fish fries, trivia nights, and other activities. 

 If you are looking to meet some great new people, 

 If you are willing to give some of your time for the benefit of your parish family, 

 If you are looking for a way to enrich your spiritual life, then: 

The St. Odilia Men’s Club might just be for you. 

Men’s Club Turkey Bingo in the Courtyard 

Friday, November 11, 2023 

On the evening of October 28, the parking lot of St. Odilia was alive 

with people, laughter, costumes and treats, with special guests from 

the Lake Johanna Fire Department and the Ramsey County Sheriff  

Department.  The weather was beautiful! This was our biggest crowd 

yet and we estimate we had 500 people here!  A wonderful community 

gathering! 

A big thank you to all who decorated a trunk (or wagon), handed out 

candy, and the many people who donated extra candy!  Special thanks 

to our Knights of Columbus for helping us with a candy 

drive, park cars, check in candy-givers and clean up. 

Trunk or Treat 2022 
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In August, members received information for the 2022-2023 season, including a registration form. This past week, 

Booklets have been mailed with meeting dates and events.  This information can also be found on the St. Odilia  

website under the CCW tab.  Details can also be found in the Bulletin and the Community Connection. 

 

Events - December through February are as follows: 

 December 3 & 4 – Christmas Bake Sale/Boutique 

 January 19 – Birthright Meeting & Shower (morning event) 

 February 4 & 5 – Bake Sale (with caramel rolls)/Boutique 

 February 16 – St. Paul Deanery Meeting hosted by St. Odilia CCW 

 

Appalachia Christmas Mission Project: 

Generosity abounds again this year!  Many thanks to our St. Odilia Parishioners for a wonderful Season of Giving to 

this Mission Project.  Three SUVs filled to the brim were delivered to the drop off point and from there will be trucked 

to the Appalachian region of Kentucky.  In all, more than 60 boxes of donations, 8 bags filled with beautiful quilts and 

blankets, plus 60 lbs. of candy were donated! 

The region had been very hard hit this past summer with severe storms and floods (an area of extreme poverty), 

many homes were destroyed, and there was loss of life.  St. Odilia is blessed with caring and generous people. The 

Appalachian people are grateful.   

 

CCW To Host The St. Paul Deanery 3rd Quarterly Meeting: 

When:  Thursday February 16, 2023  

Where:  St. Odilia Courtyard  

What:    Event begins at 8:15 a.m.  It is open to all women - $15.00 for the day. 

               Program: 8:15 Light Breakfast, 9:00 Short Business Meeting, 10:15 Speaker, Noon – Mass, 

               followed by Luncheon 

 Details will also be published in the Bulletin & Community Connection.  

 

Last, but certainly not least,  

CCW extends a “thank you”  

to anyone that helped in any 

capacity to make our Fall  

Jewelry & Craft Sale this past 

October a success!   

We appreciate your  

continued support.   

 
 
 
 

News from St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women 
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To Boldly Go Where No Man Has Been Before 
 

You may recognize this phrase, modified from Gene Roddenberry’s Star Trek series.  It expresses the essence of 

the Life in the Spirit Seminar.  This seminar is a personal adventure into the uncharted journey of YOUR spiritual life.  

The Holy Spirit is full of surprises! You may ask, “Who is the Holy Spirit?”.  St. Paul clearly states in Philippians 1:19, 

the Holy Spirit is “the Spirit of Jesus Christ”.  He goes on in v. 20 to state:  “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no 

way be ashamed, but with all boldness, now as always, Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 

death.” (For those who study the Bible, this is from The Berean Standard Bible, which is a newer translation con-

necting each word to the original Hebrew or Greek, but not a translation accepted for the Mass)  
 

The New American Bible is an acceptable translation for the Mass & instead of “Christ will be exalted in my body”, the 

translation is:  “Christ will be magnified in my body”.  Do you want to magnify Jesus Christ in your life?  Do you find 

your soul is thirsting for the Lord?  Are you seeking to have scripture be meaningful to your life?  Are you seeking a 

deeper relationship with God? 
 

The Life in the Spirit Prayer group is offering the Life in the Spirit Seminar on Thursday evenings during the 

“Week of Sundays”, the 7 weeks after Easter, before Pentecost.  We invite you to save April 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11, 18, 

& 25, 2023 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. to join us for your own spiritual awakening.  It is most beneficial to you, if you attend 

all 7 weeks.   

Life in the Spirit Prayer Group 

Many thanks to the Eagle Scouts for completing 
their “outdoor classroom” project. The benches they 
made (pictured left)  convert into tables. They’re located 
near the south entrance in the outdoor classroom area. 
We’re grateful to the scouts for their hard work in  
completing these outdoor benches, which will be used by 
the school as well as parish groups.  

Eagle Scout Project for St. Odilia 
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St. Odilia Musical Ministry 
proudly presents 

“It’s A Wonderful Life A New Musical” 
Book and Lyrics by Keith Ferguson 

Music by Bruce Greer 

 

Show dates and times: 

 February 16, 2023:      7:00 pm “Preview Performance” 

 February 17, 2023:      7:00 pm 

 February 18, 2023:      1:00 pm and 7:00 pm  

 February 19, 2023:      3:30 pm 

 

Ticket information: 

 Tickets will go on sale the weekend of  
January 28th, 2023 

 

How much do tickets cost? 

 Adults - $14.00 

 Children, students and seniors - $10.00 

 Thursday night “Preview Performance” - $8.00 

 “Seniors Special” Saturday 1:00 pm only - $8.00 

  

Where can I get tickets? 

 In the Courtyard after Mass on Saturdays &  
Sundays 

 At the door before each performance 

 By calling 651-415-3367 

 

Performance location:                         

  St. Odilia Catholic Community, 3495 Victoria Street N., Shoreview, MN 55126                 

 

For more information go to: stodilia.org or call 651-415-3367 

Join us for our 30th anniversary musical ministry production! 
 

“It’s A wonderful Life A New Musical” is Produced by special arrangement with Broadway Licensing. 

www.broadwaylicensing.com 
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By Patricia Benham 
 

On October 4, the Respect for Life committee hosted speaker Mr. Lynn Varco from the MN Catholic Conference and its 

partner organization the Policy and Engagement Associate at the Minnesota Catholic Conference (MCC)  

https://ethicalcaremn.org.  

 

The topic of the “Throwaway Culture and the Harms of Assisted Suicide Laws” addressed not only the harms of assisted 

suicide but the compassionate alternatives to the legalization of assisted suicide. Assisted suicide is not real care –it can 

lead to society’s devaluing of persons with disabilities, the elderly, the poor and those who don’t have proper care for 

mental illness. 

 

There are many informative articles on this topic available from the MN Alliance for Ethical Healthcare website 

 https://ethicalcaremn.org 

 

Please see the St. Odilia website for more information on as-

sisted suicide and euthanasia. 

 

Respect Life Sunday 

 

Our Respect Life group hosted coffee and donuts on Oct 3 for 

Respect Life Sunday.  We offered a wealth of information on 

pro-life issues at our Respect Life table in the courtyard after 

masses.  (add photo) 

 

 

Collection of Supplies for the Women’s Life 
Care Center (WLCC) 

 

The Respect Life committee and the Pastoral Care Ministry teamed up in 

September and October to collect diapers, wipes and diaper bags for the 

Women’s Life Care Center in Little Canada  

https://www.womenslifecarecenter.org. 

 

Our parish’s generosity was greatly appreciated and the supplies are put to 

immediate use by the many clients the WLCC serves. 

Four carloads of supplies have been delivered! 

 

Respect Life Committee 

https://ethicalcaremn.org
https://ethicalcaremn.org
https://www.womenslifecarecenter.org
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There may be no more intimate act than caring for people in a hospice and palliative care environment. It isn’t easy, but 

if you spend any time with folks that work in this area, you’ll learn they wouldn’t want to be anywhere else. 

Case in point – the two Saint Therese nurses that head up Saint Therese at St. Odilia, a 

small eight-person hospice and palliative care home on the grounds of St. Odilia Cath-

olic Church in Shoreview. 

During this month’s observance of National Hospice and Palliative Care Month, we’re 

sharing the stories of Nolay Freeman, executive director at Saint Therese at St. Odilia 

and Sue Eichten, director of nursing. These two women traveled different paths to 

where they are today, but both know it’s where they were meant to be. 

Nolay Freeman grew up in Liberia, in West Africa, and said she realized at a young age 

(around eight), that she wanted to be a nurse. She saw many people die of dehydration during their country’s civil war 

and she felt there should be a way to save them. 

She moved to the U.S. and trained to become a nurse in Detroit, and eventually the University of Minnesota, where she 

graduated with a Bachelor’s in Nursing. During her clinical rotation in a long term care setting, her preceptor watched her 

interacting with patients and told her “this is your call,” referring to hospice and palliative care. 

 

“I realized she was right,” said Nolay. “I am so happy I took that 

path. I am doing what I love doing. It’s about taking the time to know 

the patient, know the family and hear their life story. They are al-

ways so happy that I am interested.” 

She joined Saint Therese in January 2011 as an overnight nurse and 

then moved to an assistant nurse manager role before assuming her 

current position as the executive director, overseeing about 27 em-

ployees and all aspects of the home. 

She honors the Bible’s message of servant leadership, “Whoever 

would be first among you must be servant of all.[1]“ 

“Hospice humbles you,” Nolay said. “It makes you think about your 

own mortality. Usually we’re living in the moment, but in hospice 

the pace is different. You listen, hear their stories and help them 

transition. You meet them and their families, in a vulnerable state.” 

Sue Eichten, born in Roseville, didn’t start her journey into hospice 

and palliative care until she was 47 years old. She spent most of her 

career doing administrative work, but when her mom went into hos-

pice in 2010, it lit a spark. 

“I was moved by the care the hospice workers provided me and my family,” said Sue. She was intrigued about what she 

could do. “I saw people all alone at the end, and it broke my heart.” 

A member of St. Odilia Catholic Church, Sue began volunteering at Saint Therese at St. Odilia in 2012, about a year after 

it opened. 

 

Sue Eichten (top row, far left) and 
Nolay Freeman (bottom row, right) are 
shown here with members of their team 
and Saint Therese CEO Craig Abbott 

Humble and Kind — 
Nursing in Hospice and Palliative Care 

https://www.npaonline.org/national-hospice-and-palliative-care-month#:~:text=November%20is%20National%20Hospice%20and%20Palliative%20Care%20Month.
https://www.sainttherese.org/blog/2022/11/spotlight-on-hospice-nurses-at-saint-therese-at-st-odilia/#_ftn1
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“I didn’t realize I had an affinity for the elderly or end of life,” said Sue. “But I learned from my own experience when my 

mom was in hospice and what the caregivers did for my mom and the family. I was moved by the care they provided and 

wanted to do the same for others.” 

Sue got her CNA (certified nursing assistant) license and then began working part-time at Saint Therese because it was so 

rewarding and fulfilling. She credits Nolay for being persistent in talking her into going to nursing school. She kept saying, 

“You are a hospice nurse.” 

Indeed, she is. Sue graduated with a nursing degree from Century College in 2016. 

“I like our elderly,” she continued. “They are so kind and have so much knowledge and experience and life to them. I think 

they are amazing and feel glad I can make a difference.” 

“We need more people in hospice,” she added. We all go through it, and we want to help families go through this experi-

ence in the most dignified and compassionate way.” 

Sue said helping a loved one transition to death restores her faith, and she sees the beauty in it. “I feel there are those 

that bring life into this world and those that help ease them out.” 

 

 

This is Saint Therese at St. Odilia’s 11th year of caring for residents. 

Hospice is not a place but high-quality care that enables patients and families to focus on living as fully as possible despite 

a life-limiting illness. Palliative care brings this holistic model of care to people earlier in the course of a serious illness. 

Every year, nearly 1.4 million people living with a life-limiting illness receive care from hospices in this country, according 

to the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization. 

https://www.npaonline.org/
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St. Odilia Prayer Garden Update 

Winter Prep Done 

Our Prayer Garden has gone from the lovely beginning of November 

with sunny days of seventy degrees to the frozen winter stage 

including snow and cold wind in just a few days!  The hoses are 

stored, water turned off, plants are bedded, the pond fountain is shut 

down and stakes are in the ground marking our earth burial lots.  But 

many people still make visits even in the cold weather remembering 

loved ones who are interred in the Prayer Garden.   

 

Planning for the Spring 2023 

In late October some of our great team of volunteers met to share stories of 

their Prayer Garden work and their ideas for future projects.  One project  

begun last summer was the addition of gray rock to our center “island” that 

includes four benches.  This is a peaceful place to sit near the pond and is  

adjacent to the Blessed Virgin Mary statue.  Grass growing was always a 

challenge on the “island” so rock was spread.  Next growing season several 

plants and shrubs will be added to bring a variety of color to the area. 

 

Is the Prayer Garden Really a Cemetery? 

The 2.1 acres that comprises the Prayer Garden is on a dedicated plot and 

designated according to MN State statutes as a cemetery.  That means that 

the Prayer Garden property can never be anything else but a cemetery and 

shall exist as one for all time.  The parish of St. Odilia is the sole owner of the 

Prayer Garden.  

 

Saint Clare Columbarium Almost Fully Sold 

At the time of this writing there are only two niches available for sale in our Saint Clare 

columbarium. Saint Clare was added to our plaza in February 2015 and quickly became a 

popular selection for families.  The curved wall contains 160 niches – 80 facing the west 

and 80 facing the east.  In July 2019 a duplicate curved wall – Saint Monica – was added to 

the plaza.  Over 100 niches are currently available in Saint Monica.  As sales continue there 

will certainly be discussion and planning for another columbarium to be installed in a  

yet-to-be-determined area in the Prayer Garden.  We have many, many places where  

columbaria may be placed so there will never be any worry that we will run out of space 

for generations to come!  

 
 Need Further Information? 

Please contact Lynne Schriver-Sheedy at 651.307.5315. 
Or see: www.stodilia.org.  See: Our Parish tab.  

 Then: St. Odilia Prayer Garden 

http://www.stodilia.org
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Peter M. Laramy, September 18, 1930 – October 18, 2022 

Born in St. Paul, MN, September 18, 1930, passed away on October 18, 2022, 

at the age of 92. 

As a devout Catholic, Peter attended Nativity Grade School, Cretin High School, 

University of Minnesota, and College of St. Thomas. He was an active member 

at many parishes including St. Therese, Holy Spirit, St. Gregory, Transfiguration 

and St. Odilia. He participated in Mass as a Eucharistic Minister, Lector, and 

Cantor/Church Choir. He was also a member of The Knights’ of Columbus, third 

degree and The Men’s Club of past parishes. 

Peter married his first wife, Rita Stieger, in 1952. They were blessed with six 

children, and raised their family in St. Paul, MN. Peter & Rita had many friends, 

including a classmate from Cretin High School, Bill Hart, & his wife, Betty. After 

Rita Laramy & Bill Hart’s passing, Peter & Betty married in 2001. Peter & Betty 

made their home in Arden Hills, and became members of St. Odilia’s Catholic 

Church, in 2009. 

Pete & Betty enjoyed traveling to the Southern parts of the U. S, and annual St. 

Paul Winter Carnival festivities. Peter was Vulcanus Rex XXXIX, in 1976; the US 

Bicentennial Celebration. He continued being active in carnival events. Three 

months before he died, Peter was interviewed for a documentary about the history of the St. Paul Winter Carnival. It 

can be viewed on Youtube.com, titled Peter Laramy Vulcanus Rex XXXIX. 

Peter was blessed with a beautiful singing voice. He sang the Our Father at his children’s weddings.  Working from VCR 

tapes they made a CD. That CD was played at Peter’s funeral Mass at St. Odilia. It was very touching to hear him sing the 

Our Father at his own funeral. There was not a dry eye. The Mass ended by him singing his signature song, My Way. 

Survived by wife Elizabeth “Betty”; children Peter J. (Lynn), Kathy Glynn (Rich), William G. (Kathy), Mary Dupay 

(Michael), Elizabeth Georgantones (James), and John S. (Susan), 11 Grandchildren and 12 Great Grandchildren, and 

many dear relatives and friends including Jeanne Laramy and the Burrows family. 

Preceded in death by his parents Jay & Mary Blossom, his wife of 48 years Rita, brother Jay M, and sister Marilyn (Sis) 

Canniff. 

~Written by daughters, Mary Dupay & Liz Georgantones 

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Matthew 5:4 
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You can help us to reduce mailing costs! 
 

Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily 

away”.  Each returned piece of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class 

mail.  If you have plans to be away for longer that one week during the colder months in Minnesota,  

please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket or mail it to: 

St. Odilia Parish Office 

3495 N. Victoria St., Shoreview, MN 55126 

**Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org** 

Do you have plans to be away? 

Please select one option and provide your name and address information: 

A) Please do not forward my mail:   ________ 

 Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

B) Please forward my mail: _________ 

 Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

Name:__________________________________________ Env. #________ 

Current Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________ 

Winter Address: ________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________ 

Thank you!! 

 

William and Heidy Muller Yoc 
  
Alfredo and Yazmin Rameriz Serrano 
  
Brandon & Nicole Carney 
 Freya Carney 
 
Marlene Maria Lauer 
 
Susan Bacigalupo 
 
Tom and Laura Paterson 
 Tommy Paterson 
 
  

Colleen Brokman 
 
Jesus rivera & Zaior Vazquez Gomez 
 
Alexis Cortes and Stefany Silva 
 
Julio Morales and Beatriz Becerill 
(children) 
 
Ofelia Sanchez and Lucino Vazquez 
(children) 
 
Baldemar and  Sandra Balderrama 
 Jackeline Balderrama 
 

Mike and Katie Shepard 
 Brielle Shepard 
 Vivien Shepard 

Welcome New Parishioners!  

September 2022 — November 2022 

Catholic Community of St. Odilia 
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Are You Moving? 
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down. 

Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by 

mailing it to:  St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Name: _______________________________________________________  Env. #: _______________  

Old Address: __________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

New Address:  _________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

New Phone (Include area code):  _________________  Effective Date:   ________________________  

I/We will be staying in the parish: Y  ______  N  ________  

Newsletter Team: 
Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff 

consultants. 

Corporate Board Members: 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop         651-291-4400 

Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General  651-291-4430 

Rev. J. Erich Rutten, Vice President                                 651-484-6681 

Jean Nickman, Trustee Treasurer   

Brian McCool, Trustee Secretary 
The St. Odilia Messenger is a  

publication of the Catholic Community 

of St. Odilia, 3495 North Victoria,  

Shoreview, Minnesota, 55126.  Each 

issue is distributed to registered  

parishioners.   

To receive a copy, register by calling 

651-484-6681. 

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the SPIRNG issue of The Messenger 

by Wednesday, February 8, 2023. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at the 

parish office.  Electronic submissions are appreciated.  Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please  

describe each photo with caption text if possible. 

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers: 
Parish Office         651-484-6681 

Parish Office Fax        651-484-0780 

School Office         651-484-3364 

Faith Formation Office       651-415-3329 

Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax     651-415-3321 

VISION AND MISSION 

VISION  
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another. 
 

MISSION  
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw 
closer to Jesus Christ through… 

 Worship and Evangelization 

 Faith Formation and Education 

 Works of Charity and Justice 
… every day and at every stage of life.  



NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

TWIN CITIES MN 

PERMIT NO.  3241 

<Mailing Name> 

<Address> 

<City, State, Zip> 

Saturday, December 24 

4:00 p.m.— church and gym 

6:00 p.m.— church (Spanish) 

6:00 p.m.— gym (English) 

11:00 p.m.— church 

 

Sunday, December 25* 

9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

*please note, there is no 7:30 a.m. Mass Sunday 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  

Saturday, December 31 | Sunday, January 1, 2023 
5:00 p.m. Saturday 

7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.  Sunday  
1:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish Sunday 

 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord  

Saturday, January 6 | Sunday, January 7, 2023 
7:00 p.m. Saturday 

7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.  Sunday 
1:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish Sunday 


